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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6118

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2004 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Parks, Fish & WIldlife (originally sponsored
by Senators Morton, Stevens, Deccio, Milliken, Roach and Swecker)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to a pilot programfor cougar control; and creating
new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The departnent of fish and wildlife, in
cooperation and col |l aboration with the county |egislative authorities
of Ferry, Stevens, Pend Oreille, Chelan, and Okanogan counties, shal
recomrend rules to establish a three-year pilot programwthin sel ect
ganme managenent units of these counties, to pursue or kill cougars wth
the aid of dogs. A pursuit season and a kill season with the aid of
dogs nust be established through the fish and wildlife comm ssion's
rul e-maki ng process, utilizing local dangerous wildlife task teans
conprised of the two collaborating authorities. The two collaborating
authorities shall also develop a nore effective and accurate dangerous
wildlife reporting system to ensure a tinely response. The pil ot
programis primary goals are to provide for public safety, to protect
property, and to assess cougar popul ations.

(2) Any rules adopted by the fish and wildlife commssion to
establish a pilot project allowng for the pursuit or hunting of
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cougars with the aid of dogs under this section only nust ensure that
all pursuits or hunts are:

(a) Designed to protect public safety or property;

(b) Reflective of the nost current cougar popul ati on dat a;

(c) Designed to generate data that is necessary for the departnent
to satisfy the reporting requirenents of section 3 of this act; and

(d) Consistent with any applicable recomendati ons energing from
research on cougar population dynamcs in a nultiprey environnent
conducted by Washington State University's departnent of natural
resource sciences that was funded in whole or in part by the departnent
of fish and wildlife.

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A county legislative authority may request
inclusion in the pilot project authorized by this act after taking the
foll ow ng actions:

(1) Adopting a resolution that requests inclusion in the pilot
proj ect ;

(2) Docunenting the need to participate in the pilot program by
identifying the nunber of cougar/human encounters and |ivestock and pet
depredati ons; and

(3) Denpnstrating that existing cougar depredation permts, public
safety cougar hunts, or other existing wldlife managenent tools have
not been sufficient to deal with cougar incidents in the county.

*Sec. 2 was vetoed. See nmessage at end of chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. After the culmnation of the pilot project
aut horized by this section, the departnent of fish and wldlife nust
report to the fish and wldlife commssion and the appropriate
commttees of the |egislature:

(1) Recommendations for the devel opnent of a nore effective and
accurate dangerous wildlife reporting system a summary of how the
pilot project aided the collection of data useful in making future
wi | dl i fe managenent deci sions, and a reconmendati on as to whether the
pilot project would serve as a nodel for effective cougar managenent
into the future. The report required by this subsection nust be
conpleted in collaboration with the counties choosing to participate in
the pilot program

(2) Recommendations for a new and nodern cougar mnmanagenent system
that focuses on altering the behavior of wild cougars, and not solely
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on controlling cougar population |evels. These recomendati ons nust
include at a mninmm suggestions for wldlife managenent techniques
aimed at nodifying cougar behavior, the identification of nonletha
ways to mnimze interactions between cougars and humans, and an
anal ysis of opportunities for mnimzing interactions between cougars
and humans by controlling the abundance and |ocation of cougar prey
speci es.

Passed by the Senate March 8, 2004.

Passed by the House March 4, 2004.

Approved by the Governor March 31, 2004, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 31, 2004.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"I am returning herewith, wthout ny approval as to section 2,
Substitute Senate Bill No. 6118 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to a pilot programfor cougar control;"

This bill requires the Departnent of Fish and WIldlife (DFW to
recommend rules to establish a three-year pilot programto allow for
the pursuit and killing of cougars with the aid of dogs. The pil ot
programis limted to the counties of Ferry, Stevens, Pend Oeille,
Chel an, and OCkanogan. The bill also requires that these rules ensure
that the hunts are designed to protect public safety, reflect cougar
popul ation data, and are consistent with recommendati ons on cougar
popul ation dynam cs currently under devel opnent at Washington State
Uni versity.

Section 2 of the bill wuld have allowed other counties to
participate in the pilot project. This section expands the pilot's
pur poses beyond the |imted geographic scope of the underlying bil
and undermnes the thoughtful research purposes of the pilot
appr oach. As stated in section 3 of the bill, DFWis to follow the
pilot with "a recommendation as to whether the pilot project would
serve as a nodel for effective cougar managenent into the future."
The pilot should be allowed to run its course, and future cougar
managenent deci si ons shoul d be based on the results and
recomendations of this pilot project. Shoul d uni que human- cougar
interactions arise in counties not subject to the pilot, the
Comm ssion already has sonme authority to authorize the use of dogs to
conbat the problem

For these reasons, | have vetoed section 2 of Substitute Senate Bill
No. 6118.

Wth the exception of section 2, Substitute Senate Bill No. 6118 is
approved. "
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